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U.S. Seeking To Exchange I
Education Data With Russiaj

‘Ry JAMES MacNEES . ) -
ashinpion Bureaw of The Sun) E

washington, Dee. 13—Marion the“Unll’zd szt:m averu:tutﬂl -
1 Folsom, Secret f Health,|well above per her, . |
V Folsom, Secrelory '| " Secretary Folsom Yold Ful.|:
Fducation and:-Welfare, dis, iopi st 1n light of Russia'sfi™
closed today :that the United{ .  ont ~ accomplishments the|
|Stdtes has been negotiatingiperican people. want “addi-

with the Soviet Union *“for|tional and continuing™ informa-
many months” in an effort toltion” on the Soviet system. He|

B

arrange an exchange of educa-
tion speclalists with  that
nation.

Secrotary Folsom made the
disclosure in a letter to Senator
“lFutbright (D, Ark.), which
sought to allay the Senator’s
expressed fears that not enough
is being done to gain “a better
lunderstanding of Soviet educa-
tion.” |

Folsom said the negotiations
were being carried on through
the State Department. He sald

ihe was hopeful that the direc-
. itor of the divislon of interna.

|tional education of the Office of

{Education soon Wwill be allowed

to visit the Soviet Union for

purposes of arranging such an
interchange. . -
Most Constructive, He Says
“We belleve that this is the

'most constructive next step we

‘can take to improve our knowl
edge of Soviet education,” Fol-
som said. .

Senator Fulbright, on Decem-
ber 3, wrote Folsom saying he
was disturbed’ by public state-
ments of Mre. Eleanor Lowman,
ane of the authors of the depart-
ment's recently published 2-
year study of the Soviet educa-
tion system, which alleged that
editing of her manuscript re-
sulted in “suppression, inac-
curacy, distortion, and delay of
material of national lgnport."

i Polgom's answer, made public}

ltoday, said it is almost inevit
ahle that there would be

disagreement among students

of the Soviet education system}

‘'regarding its precise nature.
However, s
‘has been no suppression or with-
holding of significant, accurate,
or objective information avail-
able on this subject.” ‘
 That study, for example, said
that by the end of the tentf
grade a Russian pup!
five years of physics
four years of che
year of astronomy &
of mathcmatics. .
‘By contrast, the
that fewer than one
secondary school
the United Stat
. more than one ye
try, only one tenth }
advance dmathemy
fourth have studig
In twenty ye
lowered the nu
per teacher from

some}'

he added, “there

. has had} .~

said his department has beeni
discussing budget increases with’
the President for its compara-;.
tive education branch. -

. Llmits Noted' N

He added, however, that no|’.
matter how well staffed the com-\.
parative education branch 1is,
“our understanding of and abil-
ity to evaluate Soviet education|
is limited by a lack of first-hand} ‘ L :
:taicqualntance with actual prac- . . . . S !

ce.” . . s .

Folsom denied’ there was '
lack of co-operation between . D )
the various Government de- . S e
pariments on the subject ofp - :

Soviet education. In fact, he
wrote Fulbright, “Effective co-}.
operation exists ameng them in
malters of mutual concerns, in-
cluding their coneern in -Soviet}
education developments, . and
we -have attempted (o answer R, :

fully all inquiries from suchp ... .- . ¢
agencics regarding Soviet edu-f . - F : :
cational practice.”

Folsoa further denied that
“officlal  statements” have
tended to depretate Russianji -
achievements and thus ‘“con-l:
tribute to an air of complacen:
¢y” in the United States.

He cited the launching of thel:
Soviet education two i
years ago as itself showjng
importance his department i
taches to keeplng the Am
can people acquainted with thej;
available fagts. L -
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25 YEAR RE-REVIEW
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